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VIII.—Two New Documents from the Tebtunis Archive

ELINOR M. HUSSELMAN

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

Two papyri have come to light in the University of Michigan
collection that provide some further evidence regarding the two
officials, Apion and Kronion, who were in charge of the village record
office in Tebtunis during the first half of the first century A.D.
The documents from this archive were purchased by the University
in three separate lots in 1921-1923, and the majority of them have
been published in the two volumes of Papyri from Tebtunis.!

In his introductions to the two volumes Boak has gathered to-
gether the available evidence with respect to the personnel and
operating procedures of the grapheion during the early years of the
Empire. To summarize briefly the points in his discussion that
are pertinent here, he found that the grapheion was directed by the
nomographos Apion from 7 A.D. (PMich. 5.345) to at least 25 A.D.
(PMich. 5.233), the date of the latest document written by him in
his official capacity. By 43 A.p. (PMich. 5.237), and possibly as
early as 36 A.D. (PMich. 5.232) the grapheion was under the direc-
tion of Kronion, son of Apion, also designated as nomographos, and
Kronion continued in office until 52-A.p. (PMich. 5.354). Boak
concluded that the office was not liturgical, but was held and
operated as a government concession, probably passed on from
father to son. He had, however, to take into consideration the
possibility that from 25 A.p. to 36 (or 42) A.D. the grapheion might
have been operated by another person unknown to us, since there
was no positive evidence in the way of registration dockets.

P. Mich. Inv. 1431, which was acquired by the University in
1923, did not form part of any of the three groups that make up the
main body of the archive, but nevertheless it clearly belongs with it.
It is the lower half of an otherwise well-preserved contract, written
in the hand of Kronion, with his registration docket following the
subscriptions of the contracting parties. The top of the papyrus
was cut off, probably in modern times, and the upper half may still
be found in some other collection.

1 Papyri from Tebtunis, Part 1 by A. E. R. Boak, Part II by E. M. Husselman,
A. E. R. Boak, and W. F. Edgerton (Michigan Papyri 2 and 5, Ann Arbor 1933-1944).
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The contract is for the sale by Kronion, son of Zoilos, to his
brother Sokrates of two arouras of dry vine land near Lower
Phnebie. Neither party can be identified with persons in the other
Tebtunis documents, although a Kronion the elder and a Kronion
the younger, sons of Zoilos, occur as property owners in PMich.
5.335 (56 A.p.).2

SALE oF VINE LAND
P. Mich. Inv. 1431 17 X 35.5 cm. 31 A.D.

t[ov] Kpoviwva wapd 700 ZwkpdTovs 76 éoTauévoy brép T&v mplo]kiuévey
&povp&v 6o &pyvpikdy TapaxwpNTLKOY

wav kepdAaiov kal BeBaibaw adrov Te Kpoviwva kal Tovs wap’ aolrod
T&L SwkpdTy kal Tols wap' aolTod T4 kAT THY

wapaxbpnow Tabrqy waop PeBaiwar awd uév dnuociwv SPNMuATWY
TAVTWY Kal émvypaddy wacdv kal wav-

TOs €ldovs TQY &k TAY ETavwL XpOVWY UEXPL TOD EVETTRTOS EMTaKALOEKATOY
érous kal abTob TOD EverT@TOS

5 [é]rrakaidexarov érous TiPepiov Kaiocapos Zefagrod, amd 8¢ duwTikd
kal Thons évmvnoews Erl TOV dravTa Xpo-

vov, kal ufTE Tpomempauévas undé uépovs undé Umorefiuevas undé
EENM\\vTpLwpévas TpodTwe unlevel.

6 1o 84y TGV wpoveypauuévwy wapacvrypadfi Kpoviwv, v uév Edv
wuionTaL 700 Tap’ aobTod mepl TobTwy épodov

[#] &Anaw % Eumamow § kbAvoWY f KakoTEXYNTW KaTA WAV péPOs GKVPOS
éoTw Kkal TpooamwoTioaTwe T Zwkpary T4 Te BAASY

kal damwaviuact Suwhd kal émiTiuov apyvpiov Spaxuas xuhias kal els 0
dnuoaiov Tas e€loas. kal undév o <o>ov Emavay-

10 «ov 8¢ dvadwor 6 Kpoviwy & Zwkpdry 76 gbuPola kal Tas els adrov
olkovoplas. % ouvrypady kvpla éotw Tav(Taxf).

(2d hand) Kpoviwy Zwilov ouoloyd. wempakévar &L opomarplw Kol
ouounTplw uov AdeNPdL ZwkpdTy Tas Uwapxoboas por mwepl Prefbip
kbTw Tis TloAé-

uovos uepidos xépoov aumelitidos dpolpas 6lo 7 Soar éav Qov & wG
appayid, &v yiToves véTov TpbéTepoy Zapamiwvos vwvel 8¢ Tplwros
700 IlToAepaiov

2 The editorial practice followed in these texts is in general that used in most
publications of papyri, square brackets indicating lacunae, angular brackets an omis-
sion in the original, and braces superfluous letters in the original. Minor orthographic
variations commonly found in the papyri, such as ¢ for e, o for w, etc., have only been
noted when they might possibly cause confusion.
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Yuuvacidpxov dumreldv, Boppd Udpaywyods &' ob worifovrar al enuai-
vouevar dpovpar Vo, Aifds xépaos aumeNiTis, ArnAuwTov 68ds Bacthiky.

kal &méxw mwapd TOU ZWKPATOU TNV CUVKEXWPNUEVNY Tiuy Taoav &K
wAfNpous Sua xepos EE oikov kal Befaibow Ty wplow maay PePaivaet

15 awo uév{v} Snuociwy dpenubTwy wavTwy Kol ETiypaddv Taody Kal

TavTos €ldous TAY ék TOY Ewavw Xpdvwy pexpL TOV érTakaldekdTov

érovs TiBepiov Kaioapos Zefaoctod kal adrod To0 émTakaidekdrov érous
TBepiov Kaioapos Zefacrod, amd 8¢ ibiwTikdv kal Thans éumornoews
éml TV

amravra xpovov. «kal Gvadwow 7 Zwkpdry Ta oluBola kal Ta €ls ue
oikovoulas kabBos mpokirar. (3d hand) Zwkpdrys Zwilev yéyove
€ls ue ) wpdos

kafws wpokeTar. (1st hand) "Erov<s> émrrakawdexdrov TiBepiov
Kaioapos ZeBaorod Meowps) émayoutvwy & dvayéyparrar dud Kpo-

viwvos ToU mwpos TG ypadiw TeBrivews kal Kepkeoolxwr "Opous 7ijs
TToAéuovo(s) uepidos.

2. kepaNhawov for kepalawov. PBeBawvow for BeBarboew. wap' aodTod
for wap’ abrod; this spelling, which also occurs in line 7, is found in other
documents in Kronion’s hand; cf. P Mich. 5.259 (33 A.p.), 260 (35 A.D.),
263 (35-6 A.D.), and 264-5 (37 A.D.).

5. é&vmunoews for éumounoews.

6. punre mwpomewpauévas, krA.: supply mapéfeocfar Tdas apolpas; cf.
PMich.5.294.8-9 and note. &EnA\vrpusuévas for éEn\oTpuwuévas.  unbevel
for unBevi.

7. wmuoera for movjoerar.

8. éumwnow for éumoinaw.

9. daraviuact for daraviuara. eloas for loas.

10. &vaddsat for avadvoer.

11. ®veBip kdrw: the village of Phnebie has occurred in several papyri
from the Fayum, including PTebt. 2.609, a list of places in the division
of Polemon. It is not possible to locate it more exactly, nor is it found
elsewhere with the designation xarw.

12. On xépoos aumeNiris see M. Schnebel, Die Landwirtschaft im
hellenistischen Aegypten (Miinchen 1925) pp. 17-19. Schnebel distin-
guishes between xépoos aumeNitis as dry land, xépoos, which is suitable
for the planting of vines, and xepodumelos as a vineyard that has declined
in productivity or has ceased to bear.

TRANSLATION

. . that Kronion <has received> from Sokrates the entire sum of
money established for the cession of the aforesaid two arouras, and that
he, Kronion, and his heirs guarantee to Sokrates and his heirs the property
in accordance with this cession with every guarantee from all public dues
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and all imposts and every tax from past times up to the present seven-
teenth year and including the present seventeenth year of Tiberius
Caesar Augustus, and from private encumbrances and every claim for-
ever, and <that he shall relinquish the arouras> neither sold previously
even in part nor mortgaged nor alienated in any way. If Kronion
violates any of the aforesaid provisions, the prosecution or accusation or
claim or hindrance or fraud which he shall make with regard to this
property shall be void in every respect, and he shall in addition pay to
Sokrates double the amount of the damages and expenses and a fine of a
thousand silver drachmas, and a like amount to the treasury. Moreover
Kronion shall perforce turn over to Sokrates the tax receipts and the
legal instruments <made out> to him. The agreement shall be valid
everywhere.

(2d hand) I, Kronion, son of Zoilos, acknowledge that I have sold
to my full brother, Sokrates, the two arouras, or as many as there may
be, in one parcel, of dry vine land, that belong to me near Lower Phnebie,
of which the neighbors are on the south the vineyard formerly belonging
to Sarapion but now belonging to Tryphon, son of Ptolemaios, the gym-
nasiarch, on the north the canal through which the designated two arouras
are watered, on the west dry vine land, on the east the royal road. And
I have received from Sokrates the entire price agreed upon in full from
hand to hand out of the house and I guarantee the sale with every
guarantee both from all public dues and all imposts and from every
tax from past times up to the seventeenth year of Tiberius Caesar
Augustus and including the seventeenth year of Tiberius Caesar Augus-
tus, and from private encumbrances and every claim forever, and I shall
hand over to Sokrates the tax receipts and the legal instruments <made
out> to me as aforesaid.

(3d hand) Sokrates, son of Zoilos. The sale was made to me as
aforesaid.

(1st hand) Registered in the seventeenth year of Tiberius Caesar
Augustus, Mesore, fifth intercalary day, through Kronion who is in
charge of the grapheion of Tebtunis and Kerkesoucha Orous in the divi-
sion of Polemon.

As the docket shows this contract was registered on the fifth
intercalary day in the seventeenth year of Tiberius; that is, on
August 28, 31 A.D., and the registration was made through Kronion
as the official in charge of the grapheion. The date of Kronion’s
tenure of office is therefore brought back with certainty to the year
31 A.D.

In view of this new evidence it seemed desirable to re-examine
those documents from the grapheion that were so defaced or muti-
lated that they were not included in the second volume of papyri
from Tebtunis, which had been already overlong in preparation.
It was hoped that other dockets might be found to fill in the re-
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maining gap of six years between the known periods of the adminis-
tration of Apion and that of Kronion. This hope .was not un-
founded; P. Mich. Inv. 631 was discovered to complete the evidence.
P. Mich. Inv. 631, a contract for the lease of grain land, is
unfortunately not complete. The right side of the document, con-
taining nearly half the text, was cut off, apparently while the papy-
rus was still rolled or folded from top to bottom. The cut is clean
and probably recent; the other piece is not among the Michigan
papyri, but, like the upper part of Inv. 1431, it might turn up else-
where. The hand is a small angular cursive, neat in superficial
appearance, but crabbed and difficult to read. The large lacunae
have made complete restoration of the text impossible, particularly
since some of the provisions of the lease appear to be unique, but its
significance with regard to Apion and Kronion is clear.?

LEASE oF GRAIN LAND
P. Mich. Inv. 631 29.3 X 10.2 cm. 26 A.D.

“Erous 7piokaidekdrov [ TiBepiov Kaicapos ZeBaarod unwos ZeBaorod (?)]

oktwkaidexaTne & TeB[rive iis TloNéuovos peptdos 70D 'Apaivoeirov]

vouoD. éuiofwoey ‘Apudrns ‘Apudrov @5 [erdy X odM]

peréman &s apiorepdv Mabm 'Opoedros s [érar X obA7) da-]

S5 krbho wpbTwi-X1pds GpioTepds kal TAV vell@ adrod 'Opoedri s érdw

TpLaxov(?)-]

Ta 0bM) peréma éks ploTepdv kal Teubv[t ‘Apudrov ds rdv X obMi]

perdmwe éks apuoTepdv Tols Tpioi Ilépaes tlijs Emvyovis aANMAwY Eyylous]

els &riow pemobokévar abrols Tov Imlapxovra abrd wepl TeBrivwy
Kk\fpov]

kaTUKikdy Gpoupdv elkoot & 4 Bowy E{av Baw els 1O &veaTos Tpio-]

10  kawbéxarov érous TiBepiov Kalgapos Ze[BaoTod els mupod kai kpibiis omo-]
pav, wupod uév bpraPdv ékatdv mwevte [Kal kpbijs dpraBiv X |
kafapdv ddwhov, dwavra 8¢ uérpwe Tlerpaxowikw X |
ds xkai drodbrwoay éu unvi Madve 70D [Tpiokaidexdrov €rovs év TeBro-]
v, T&v pepofwpévay Tods wabols [ X ]

3 The restorations in the text are made with a reasonable degree of confidence on
the basis of the formulae common in other leases. It is not possible to determine the
exact number of letters missing in each line. Since the number of letters remaining
in each line varies from 25 to 35, we may allow for a corresponding variation of from
5 to 10 letters in the number to be supplied at the ends of the lines. It is for this
reason that the number of missing letters has not been indicated by dots.
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15 vfoovor. of abrol kaf’ ékdaTous kakov perp[ X  xwpnyhoe 6 piald-]
GTns Tols pepobwuévois omépuarfa mupod uév dpraBiv déka &f]
kal kpfiis dprTaPBdv déka kal Tavpk[@v épyagiav. kal uerd Tov Xpbvoy

Tapa-]
ddaovar of peutabwuévor Tov k\fiplov kabapdy o Bplov ka-]
Aauob dypbareos whans dians, Tov [8¢ éml alrd kakaudv &)

20 émwomis, obans Tis {Tis] wphdtews TG [‘Apuvdry Kail Tols wap’ abTod]
& 1€ TQV pepolwpévwr kal TGy [Vrapxdvrwy alrols Thvrwy]
kail BalNod dprwy wewt[@v] dpr[4Bny piav X ]
kafamep & dik[ns] BeBatovué[vs Tis piobboews Hro Tod]

*ApuwTov émwl Tols wpokiuévols kal [4mod dnuociwy kal wavros]

25  €ldous duetauicfwra kal avavrlobpynra émwi Tov wpokeluevoy xpbvoy.]
Uroypagels TGv uév pemalopévor [ X Avewbxov ws erdy X ]
0D\ uerbmwe éks dplaTepdv kal Tob ‘Apvfbrov X as érav X ]
o0\ uerémor péowe. (2d hand) Ia&mes 'Opaed[ros kal 6 vids pov]
"Opaeds kal Zéuenis ‘Apvarov [Ilépoar is émv-]

30 yoviis peuobduefa wapd ‘Ap[vdrov Tob ‘ApudTov]
kafws wpbkeirar. Eypayer O[mép abrdy X -]

s Avawudxov 8u6. 76 Tov 'Op[oetv Bpadéa vph-]

dew, Tovs 8¢ dNNous un) eldé[var ypbupara.]

(3d hand) ’'Opoets Hawmis éweréraxa vyplagew. (4th hand)
‘Apuwys ‘ApudTov ueuis-]

35  Owka xabds wpoxkeTar. Eypaer vmép abtob [ X id 76 w7 eldévad]

abrév yphdw. (Sth hand) érovs vy TiBepiov Kalicapos ZeBacrod
unvés]

ZeBagrod ). dwayéypartar 8id Kploviwvos X ]

700 TereNevTnroTOs abTol wa[rpds 'Awiwvos Tob X ]

vopoypépov TelBriveos kal N[ Awy kwudv.]

Verso

pigfulows ‘Apvdrov mpds)
Tadm[w kai &\ovs]

1. Either ZeBacrod (Thoth) or Néov ZeBacrod (Hathyr) is possible
here, as in lines 36-37 below. Leases of grain land were generally made
in the first three months of the year, Thoth, Phaophi, and Hathyr; see
S. Waszynski, Die Bodenpacht; agrargeschichtliche Papyrusstudien (Leip-
zig und Berlin 1905), p. 62. The space possibly suits Néov Zefagrol
better.

4-5. [SalkriMo for dakTiAw.

5. raw for 7.

7. Ilépoes for époacs.
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8. pewobuwkévar: this redundant infinitive is probably due to the
influence of the duoloyia type of contract, which would read ouoloyet
. . . peutoBwkévar. The same error occurs in P Mich. 5.311 (34 A.p.) and
also in the unpublished leases, P. Mich. Inv. 672 and 958.

9. kartukwdy for karowkikdy.

10. érous for éros. This seems better than to correct to [rpeio]kai-
dexdtou érous. With the latter we should have to read [els érp X 4&mo
700 Tpeo)kaidexarov érovs. There is no indication in the rest of the text
that the term of the lease was for more than one year; there is no mention
of annual rental, rotation of crops, or special conditions for succeeding
years.

11. Probably the word éx¢opiov is omitted; it would be in an unusual
position if it preceded the phrase [els wupod . . . owolpdw, and there
would probably not be enough space in the lacuna for it.

12. With pérpwe 7[erpaxowikw] we should read TeBrivews, Tiis kluns,
Onoavpod TeBrivews, or the name of one of the private storehouses; for
example, a Onoavpod Zaropveivov occurs in P. Mich. Inv. 724, and a
0[n]oavpod 'TovAias Zefactis kal Texvdv Tepuavikod Kaioapos kai [. . . .. ]in
P. Mich. Inv. 735. Both of these documents are mutilated and defaced,
and they have not been published. The date of the former is wanting,
but the latter is a lease for the thirteenth year of Tiberius and is in the
same hand as Inv. 631.

14. This line and the next present a difficult problem. Normally at
this point we find the various obligations that devolve upon the lessor
and the lessee, as in the unpublished P. Mich. Inv. 734.16-19: 7a &\\[a]
Yewpyka Epya mavTa dyayérwoay ol pepobwuévor kaf' Eros Tots Skovat Kaipois
BAaBos undév mwowobpevor, and in PMich. 5.311.16-19: 700 IIroNeuaiov (the
lessee) xwpnyotvros éard omwépuara, 700 6¢ ueuiobuwrdros Tods ToriTuods Kal
xwpario < pobs>Kal Ty émyuéiay 7@y xAopdy muobuevos. With uiofols
we might perhaps supply a qualifying phrase (7&v épyarwy, for example)
and some such word as amodidévrwy or TeNolvTwy.

14-15. Jyfigovor: yewpyfoovor and xwpnyfoover are possible restora-
tions. Without a correct interpretation of the end of line 15 it is im-
possible to determine the probable word here.

15. kakov perp[: this reading appears certain, except that x might
be read in the place of 7. ’

 16. Since one artaba of wheat or barley per aroura is the usual seed
allowance (Schnebel, op. cit., pp. 125-7) and in line 17 the allowance of
seed barley is ten artabas, apparently ten of the twenty-six arouras
were to be planted to barley and the remaining sixteen to wheat. Hence
the restoration of this line.

17. ravpw[@v épyaciav]: cf. PGen. 34.2-5, éuod bidbvros [oo] 7oy
brovpyetav, kal dwais [pov elis dmooxioudy Tavpwdy [épyacilay dvev piabob.
The line is perhaps overlong and we might read simply ravpw[&] or omit
LETA TOV XpoVoV.

19-20. 76w [8¢ émwi abr® xalapdy], kT).: this is supplied from P. Mich.
Inv. 735.17-19: kaBapés &wo Bpiov dyphoTews waans dians Tov 8¢ i abdr (@)
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kalauov és émwomijs. The same reading may also be supplied in P Mich.
5.310.13-14.

22. GaXXob, k7A.: the occurrence of falNds in the mwpafis clause is
unique and cannot be explained on the basis of what remains of the text.
The faXNés was common in leases as a gratuity or bonus given the lessor
by the lessee in addition to the annual rental, and it is regularly included '
in the clause detailing the rental and its method of payment; see S.
Eitrem, “A Few Remarks on omovdf, 8aX\és, and Other Extra Payments
in Papyri,” Symbolae Osloenses 17 (1937) 26—48. Since the fadX\és was
paid to the lessor, it could hardly be included in the property of the
lessee upon which the lessor had the right of execution.

dprwy wemr[@v]: cf. PSI 10.1129.15, &prlwy] w[eJrrav dprafn<v>
ua<v>.

32-33. [ypd]ow for ypheew; so also in line 36.

34. treréraxa for émréraxa.

37. Kploviwvos]: perhaps we might supply éiuémovros 76; cf. PTebt.
2.397.34, 'Awiwv Siémwy Ta kaTd Tiv vo(uoypadiar) dua 'Aupwrviov kexpn:
(urika).

38. ['Amiwvos]: the name of the father of Apion the nomographos
has not occurred in the papyri so far examined.

TRANSLATION

The thirteenth year of Tiberius Caesar Augustus, the eighteenth of
the month Sebastos, in Tebtunis in the division of Polemon of the
Arsinoite nome. Haryotes, son of Haryotes, about . . . years old, with
a scar on his forehead on the left side, has leased to Paopis, son of Orseus,
about . . . years old, with a scar on the first finger of his left hand, and
to his son, Orseus, about . . . years old, with a scar on his forehead on
the left side, and to Semenis, son of Haryotes, about . . . years old,
with a scar on his forehead on the left side, the three being Persians of
the epigone and mutual sureties for the repayment, the catoecic allot-
ment that belongs to him near Tebtunis of twenty-six arouras, or as
many as there may be, for the present thirteenth year of Tiberius Caesar
Augustus, for sowing with wheat. and barley, <at a rental> of one
hundred and five artabas of wheat and . . . artabas of barley, pure and
unadulterated, all measured by the four-choinix measure of. . . . They
shall pay them in the month Pauni of the present year in Tebtunis, the
lessees . . . the wages. . . . The lessor shall furnish to the lessees six-
teen artabas of wheat and ten artabas of barley as seed, and the services
of oxen, and at the expiration of the period the lessees shall return the
allotment free from rushes, reeds, coarse grass, dirt of every kind, the
reeds on it to be cut. Haryotes and his heirs shall have the right of
execution upon the lessees and upon all their property and the gratuity of
one artaba of baked bréad . . . asif in accordance with a legal judgment,
the lease being guaranteed by Haryotes on the aforesaid conditions from
public charges and every impost, and he shall have no power to transfer the
lease or to work the land himself for the aforesaid time. The signatories



Vol. Ixxxi] Two New Documents from Tebtunis Archive 77

for the lessees are . . . son of Lysimachos, about . . . years old, with
a scar on his forehead on the left side, and for Haryotes, . . . with a scar
in the middle of his forehead.

(2d hand) We, Paopis, son of Orseus, and my son, Orseus, and
Semenis, son of Haryotes, Persians of the epigone, have leased from
Haryotes, son of Haryotes, as aforesaid. . . ., son of Lysimachos, wrote
for them because Orseus writes slowly and the others are illiterate.

(3d hand) I, Orseus, son of Paopis, ordered him to write.

(4th hand) I, Haryotes, son of Haryotes, have made the lease as
aforesaid. . . . wrote for him, because he is illiterate.

(Sth hand) The 13th year of Tiberius Caesar Augustus, the 18th
of Sebastos. Registered through Kronion, succeeding to the office of
his late father, Apion . . . nomographos of Tebtunis and the other
villages.

Verso: Lease of Haryotes to Paopis and others.

From the registration docket it is clear that Kronion took over
the operation of the grapheion on the death of his father, Apion,
which occurred some time between September 13, 25 A.p. (PMich.
5.233) and September or November of 26 A.D. The son, who was
probably trained as his father’s assistant, carried on the office
presumably until his own death, at which time, perhaps because
he had no son or heir prepared to carry on the work, the post of
nomographos of Tebtunis, which carried with it the management of
the record office for the government, was taken over by another
individual. Although the latest mention of Kronion as nomo-
graphos is in a document dated 52 A.p. (PMich. 5.354), PMich.
5.335 bears the date 56 A.D., from which we may assume that Kronion
either died about that time or that for some other reason he was
forced to give up his duties.

Since during all this period the administration of the office was
in the hands of one family, it is a sound conclusion that the
grapheion was actually in Kronion's house, and that, when the
position of village nomographos was assumed by another incumbent,
the place of business was also moved. This is the logical explana-
tion of the survival of an official archive which embraces only
documents to be attributed to the period of office of these two men.
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